
GCSE Science

Information for Parents



GCSE Science Course

The Exams

Six papers:
2 Biology
2 Chemistry 
2 Physics

Duration:
All exam papers are 1 hour and 15 minutes.
Triple science 1 hour 45 minutes



Revising Science 



• Workbooks

• Knowledge 
organisers 

The key subject specific content. 



Active Revision
1.Read over a key topic from your notes or revision guide 
2.Cover up what you have read 
3.Recite from memory what you have just learnt. 
4.Check your notes or notebook to see what you’ve missed out. Then 
fill in those missed gaps.





Scientific language

• Over 3700 subject specific words students should be able to define.

• Working scientifically vocabulary such as variables, accuracy, reliable, 
conclusion, precision, evaluation etc.



Command words

Command words are the words and phrases used in exams that 
tell students how they should answer a question.

Most common: Describe, Explain, Compare, Define, Evaluate, Justify, 
suggest……..



Response requires one of these 3:

• Statement of facts

• Statement of observations

• Outlining a process



Response requires:

• Giving reasons how or why something has 
happened

• Giving reasons how or why 2 factors are 
related

• Giving reasons how or why a process works
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